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        ST. PETER’S CHURCH 

    262 N. Main Street 

                       Liberty, NY 12754 

                           845-292-4525 

                                Email: srectory1@hvc.rr.com 

                           FB:  St. Peter’s Church, Liberty 

                      Website: www.stpetersliberty.com 

  

 

LIVING OUR FAITH   

 In this season of preparation, John the Baptist reminds us to look deep into 

our lives in search of the things that distract us from bringing peace and justice into 

the world.  Repentance requires a shaking up of the regular, daily routine of how 

we choose to belong to God and to each other in harmony. The penitential nature 

of the Advent season engages our greater awareness; it draws us away from the 

regular and challenges us to risk making changes to our normal pattern. The 

changes we choose to make ought to lead us closer to the kingdom of God that 

Isaiah describes, a peaceable kingdom where justice will flourish.  

 Sowing peace and justice into our hearts and into the world requires small 

changes or sifts. Repentance urges us to step out of ourselves and into community, 

paying attention to the little details we might have overlooked, tending the blind 

spots, and sharpening our vision to see God’s kingdom that is already here. Within 

John the Baptist’s call to repent, we discover an invitation to shift our hearts back 

to God, to reflect on what it means to do things a little differently, and to share 

space that will deepen our communal identity of inclusive belonging. 

 

Questions for the week: The gospel describes John’s eccentricities in some detail. 

Who or what in your life do you write off as odd? How might God be present to 

you through them? St. Paul names God as “the God of endurance and 

encouragement.” Where do you need endurance and encouragement this season? 

Can your community help? 

 

     December 4th 

 

Second Sunday 

of Advent 

http://www.stpetersliberty.com/
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What does Advent tell us about our use of time?   

’Tis the season for contemplation. 

ALICE CAMILLE 

Heavens! December! This means the Christmas countdown has been on for weeks 

or months, depending on which calendar you’re using. In Retail Time, of course, 

seasonal decorations have been on display since—oh, Halloween or so. However, 

if you observe the more traditional, liturgical sense of time, Advent began very 

conveniently this year on the first of the month. 

While we may love the holiday season, it does present a burden of perceived 

obligation to many. Those who still send snail-mail cards face the long process of 

weeding through names and addresses to determine who’s in and who’s out of the 

annual greeting this time around. Some folks have disappeared from our lives since 

last year, address unknown. Some have died; address hopeful? 

Perhaps, in a few cases, the relationship has become fretful. Do we risk an olive 

branch at this time of seasonally relaxed aggression? After all, even during the 

First World War a truce was declared for Christmas in 1914. If soldiers can put 

down their guns to observe a period of reconciliation, can’t we? 

Next, of course, there’s the question of gifts. With whom are we willing to be 

reciprocal and with whom unilateral? What’s the cap on cost this year? And what’s 

the goal: to give people something they actually want or to give them something to 

express our affection or value of the relationship? 

We may have to calculate the possibility of travel. Where do we intend to spend 

these weighty days at year’s end: with family or on the farthest side of the planet 

from them? Chances are if you haven’t bought those tickets yet, it’s too late to do 

so now. 

The final calculation of December—after people, presents, and place—is how to 

manage our time. There will be parties, events that attract, and movies or shows 

that lure. Sales will be declared in every shop window as catalogs bulge out of the 

mailbox. Each website will demand our eyeballs immediately. 

One thing’s sure: There won’t be time to do it all. We’ll have to make clear choices 

about who and what is deserving of our attention. 

Maybe what needs to be addressed is the matter of time itself. What does Advent 

have to tell us about the use of our time? 

Catholics count the start of the year with Advent, not January. This feels a little 

off-kilter, as secular time is so neatly defined with a fresh calendar on the wall, the 

https://uscatholic.org/authors/alice-camille/
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decided flip of a new page. Advent is a subtler passage, less universal, less part of 

the public domain. We have no choice about the arrival of January. But we do 

make a choice in observing Advent. January is an external fact. Advent invites an 

internal shift in perspective. 

What begins with Advent? The church year launches a new cycle of our sacred 

story. This heightens the awareness believers have that the coming of God in the 

flesh is a kind of reset for human history. 

Christmas honors three arrivals of Jesus, theologians tell us: the past one 20 

centuries ago in Bethlehem, the future one at the end of time, and the daily 

presence of Jesus in our lives. Once incarnate, Jesus never really evacuates the 

scene. “And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age,” he promises 

at the conclusion of Matthew’s gospel (Matt. 28:20). 

So Advent begins our retelling of an ancient story we’ve heard before yet plumbs it 

for the fresh significance it has at this moment in history and in our personal 

histories. God chooses to become flesh and live among us, right here, right now. 

What difference does that make? What a tragedy if our reply is: no difference at 

all. 

Even for people of faith, Advent’s arrival may have no real significance apart from 

the secular hoopla of the holidays and the burdens of perceived obligation. 

Christmas may appear to be the “goal” of this month, with all events racing toward 

December 25 like white water into a deep chasm. 

In the rush of the holiday river, we may be unable to discover the utility of a 

season designated for waiting, patience, and stillness. Who can stand still when the 

current of Christmas has such a strong undertow, knocking us off our feet and 

dragging us into the maw of the mother-of-all-celebrations? 

All the more reason to stop. Be still. Breathe. And wait. 

The truth is, time is always rushing somewhere. Scientifically, time is the measure 

of change—and change is relentless. If you’re not a fan of change, blame time. 

Then imagine a world without change: a frozen land bereft of growth, possibility, 

healing, and surprise. 

That, in fact, is a fairly good definition of the past. But time flows forward, not 

backward. Consider how the ceaseless dynamic element of time may be a friend, 

not a foe. Even the very sick and very old have nothing to fear from it. Time solves 

everything. It brings an end to pain. It promises peace. We don’t talk about eternal 

rest for nothing. Sooner or later, time flows into the ocean of eternity. We learn, in 

that hour, how time is a mere tributary of something much, much more splendid. 

Yet we may fear time because we fear the unknowable future. We crave the 

familiar and controllable—which is a hint to why the past, however unhappy, may 

have an irresistible appeal. We know what to expect from the past. It rarely throws 

us curveballs as the present moment most certainly can. The past may appear like a 

frozen masterpiece, a lost world we long to reinhabit. Or the past may seem like a 

frozen disaster—yet we survived it, and that’s no small thing. 

Meanwhile, time hurtles forward. It demands we do something: finish a project, 

make a phone call, get supper on the table or in the bag, feed the baby, take a 
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shower, keep an appointment. Time makes even greater and more inscrutable 

demands: forgive your parents, solve the Middle East crisis, decide the next 

presidency, save the planet. We might like time to shut up for five minutes, give us 

a break, just give us time to think. 

And there is, truly, time for that. There’s all the time in the world to think. Pockets 

of thinking time don’t open up automatically, however, helpfully marked as such. 

We have to choose to step aside and stop, breathe, be still, wait. Traditionally, this 

behavior is called contemplation. That’s all it takes to be a contemplative, honestly. 

Recognize and practice the value of nondoing, nonachieving, nontumbling-

through-activities time. 

This is, in fact, the secret of Advent: embracing the invitation to become a 

contemplative. 

Be like Mary, who ponders all things in her heart, her hands on her belly, waiting 

in joyful hope for God’s promises to come true. Be like Joseph, who pays attention 

to dreams, takes counsel from angels, and determines to offer his generous 

protection to a vulnerable woman and child. 

Be like the prophet Isaiah, straining to see into the future, not staring listlessly into 

the past. Be like John the Baptist, living in the wild, listening to heaven, rejecting 

the pull of society’s so-called responsible behavior. 

Be like shepherds on hillsides privy to celestial visitations or like magi, their eyes 

trained on the skies, waiting for heaven to speak. 

’Tis the season for contemplation. If we don’t make time for stillness, we may miss 

the character of Advent completely. 

 
 

Readings for this Weekend– December 4th 

Isaiah 11:1-10 

Romans 15:4-9 

Matthew 3:1-12 

Readings for next Weekend – December 11th  

Isaiah 35:1-6 

James 5:7-10 

Matthew 11:2-11 

Donations for last Weekend – November 27th 

Regular collection:  $3595 

Fuel: $3245 
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LET US PRAY… 
 

 

We continue to pray for peace in the troubled areas of our world, and in 

particular, we pray for the people of the Ukraine and all those affected by the  

We join our Holy Father in his prayer intentions for 2022 –  

For volunteer not-for-profit organizations 

We pray that volunteer non-profit organizations committed to human development 

find people dedicated to the common good and ceaselessly seek out new paths to 

international cooperation. 

 

PRAYERS FOR THE SICK AND THOSE IN NEED 

If you would like to add a name to our prayer list, contact the Parish office. 

We kindly ask that you do not request a name to be included without the express 

consent of the person for whom you are requesting prayer. While the request may 

be very well-intentioned, we want to respect people’s right to privacy. 

We ask for prayer for Charles Thomas and his ministry, Betty and Robert 

Friedland, Kathryn Jones and her family, Brian and Maria Cosgrove,  

Richard Rakin, Andrew Mikulski, Rod Baumert, Todd Conklin, Jean Van Lowe 

 

PRAYERS FOR THE DEARLY DEPARTED 

We lovingly remember in prayer all our deceased family members, friends, and 

parishioners and in particular: Bobby Smith, Anthony Lanza, Juliana Frangipane, 

Robert Dubas, Nestor Mir, Jarred Doughty, Donald Hendrickson, Adalberto 

Santiago, Carl Belfiore, Darlene Henry, Elenore Whitney Pirrota, Steve Nicoli, 

Nubia Quintero-Edwards, Stanley Jacobs, William Cardone, Vincenza Siciliano, 

Louisa Butler, Judith King, Bernard Jones, Viola DiMarzio, Robert DeStefano, Jr., 

Raymond Collins, Lorraine Rakin, Wilson DeMyer, Peter Cosintino, Nadine 

Gallagher, Tim Rogers, Joan Davis, Debbie Huggler, Amara Campbell, Barbara 

Taylor, Thomas Hasbrouck, Francisco Dueno, Daniel Downes, Alberto 

Quirindongo, Patricia Mullen Smith, Edwin Fancher, Jr., Russell Jackson, Mary 

Stubits, Peter Gozza, Michael Stubits, Margaret Rapenske, Claire Delaney, Emilia 

Symanski, Christa Somers, Gerardo Contreras, Jesse Kinney, Lorena Alvarado, 

James Forshay, John Hannon, Alice La Chance, Adele Henderson, Alexa Gabby 

Rodriguez, Ida Alvarez, Michael McKeon, Nelson Lopez, John Pemberton,  

Thelma Misko, Pedro Artiga Alvarado, Tanya Hokirk  
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FEAST OF THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION  

OF  

THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY 

 

HOLY DAY MASS SCHEDULE: 

Wednesday, December 7th at 5:30pm 

and 

Thursday, December 8th at 8:30am. 
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GIVING TREE TO BENEFIT OUR LOCAL NURSING HOME 

 

 
 

Our sisters and brothers residing in our local nursing home are in continual need of 

basic toiletries including shampoo, body wash, toothbrushes and toothpaste, as 

well as women’s and men’s deodorant.   

 

At the back of the Church, we have our mini “giving” trees set up with tags 

requesting a specific toiletry. In addition, there are a few tags requesting gifts for 

specific individuals who do not have family and are in need of additional items. 

  

If you would like to participate, please take a tag and return your item(s)  

to the back of the Church no later than December 18th. 

 

We thank you for joining us in our mission to make the light and love of our 

newborn Lord and Savior more visible in our world!   

 

2022 MARIAPOLIS LUMINOSA NATIVITY DISPLAY 

Mariapolis Luminosa will be hosting their International Nativity Display with 200 

creches from over 50 countries on Dec. 9 – Dec. 27, 1 pm – 7 pm. There will be 

children’s activities, weekend entertainment by local choirs and choruses and a 

lovely gift shop to browse for last minute shopping. Come join us and sing along to 

your favorite Christmas carols. For more information, go to 

www.luminosa.focolare.us, or call 845 229-0230, Ext 127.  

Suggested donation: $5 per person. 

 

PARISH MINISTRIES ARE OPEN 

Our Parish Children’s Shop, Clothes Closet and Food Pantry Ministries are open 

every Wednesday and Saturday from 9am -12pm.  All 3 ministries can be accessed 

via the downstairs back door of the St. Peter’s School Building. 

 

HELP FOR ADDICTION IS AVAILABLE! 

Do you know someone who has a problem with drugs, and wants to stop using?  

The Corona Self-Help Center is available to offer help.  For information, please 

call 845-482-2486 or visit www.daamerica.org. 

 

 

 

      

http://www.luminosa.focolare.us/
http://www.daamerica.org/
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Saturday evenings at 7 PM: 

Mass in Spanish 

 

Sunday mornings at 10 AM: 

Mass in English ** 

 

Sunday evenings at 4:00 PM: 

Mass in English 

 

Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays at 8:30 AM (Mass in English) 

 

       **We will continue to livestream our Sunday morning Mass on Facebook. 
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